The public, private and academic enterprise members are working effectively to address the multiplicity of needs for weather and climate information.  The variety of users of this information is expanding, and their needs are appropriately diverse.  The challenge to convey specialized information for key decision-making continues with some level of success.  The relationships between public, private and academic sectors have improved tremendously over the past five years, with increased efficiency of meeting the diverse societal needs.  These relationships require continued communication and agreement on the value of the partnership at all levels of the organizations involved and, when well maintained, will enable the enterprise to address existing and future needs of the public.

The community recognizes the tremendous value of their efforts to society through appropriate communication of all available weather and climate information for decision-making purposes.  The value in terms of both lives saved and economic prosperity far exceeds the current investment in capabilities.  The community requests an economic analysis of the value of currently met needs and expected value of future efforts.  While the enterprise is working efficiently to address societal needs with existing resources, meeting the future demands will require improved decision making capabilities in order to allow the United States to stay competitive in the changing economic landscape.  An economic analysis should help assure that future investments are appropriate and targeted for optimal benefit; although a strong consensus supports the concept that any such analysis will demonstrate that considerable benefits will be gained from additional investments in all aspects of forecasting capabilities. 

Currently, industry relies heavily on the foundational forecasts and data supplied by NOAA.  These assets are currently not serving the role as well as they could.  Commercial organizations currently have to go to other sources, particularly ECMWF, or develop capabilities themselves.  Improving the background verification and monitoring network and the foundational forecasts will improve the role NWS is charged with fulfilling, assist U.S. industries in developing specialized products, allow optimal benefits to be realized by American citizens and promote economic development.  The two most significant needs are more robust measurements and state of the art computer capabilities.  These two requests, while costly, will offer significant short- and long-term risk mitigation, improve products and services to agriculture, transportation, commerce, and aviation and allow for the development of new capabilities in emerging areas such as renewable energy.  Along with these continued developments in technological capabilities will be a continued need to have expert partnerships to develop the decision making tools necessary to meet the continued and evolving needs of the nation.

